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Property is a complex phenomenon comprising cultural social and legal rules During the twentieth century property 
rights in land suffered massive interference in Central and Eastern Europe The promise of universal and formally 
equal rights of land ownership ensuring predictability of social processes and individual autonomy was largely not 
fulfilled The national appropriation of property in the interwar period and the communist era represent an onerous 
legac Especially now that Neoliberalism remains without any recognizable alternative model it is a valuable task for 
historians not to accept concepts of ownership as given but to describe them in their historical variability Here the 
volume evokes contrad 
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