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This book has a double emphasisit examines the role played by tsarist Russiain the formation of an independent
Romanian national state and it discusses the reaction of a Balkan nationality to the influence of a neighboring great
power that was both a protector and a menace In the early nineteenth century the centers of Romanian political life
were the Danubian Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia which were both under Ottoman rule but which had
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