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0 of 0 review helpful A great book on how bad was the fall of Rome By Randall Parker The overrunning of Roman 
provinces by Germanic tribes caused a collapse in societal complexity a collapse in specialization of labor a reduction 
in agricultural output a large reduction in literacy a loss in ability for most communities to trade over long distances 
loss of standard currency for trading a reduction in population sizes Was the fall of Rome a great catastrophe that cast 
the West into darkness for centuries to come Or as scholars argue today was there no crisis at all but simply a peaceful 
blending of barbarians into Roman culture an essentially positive transformation In The Fall of Rome eminent 
historian Bryan Ward Perkins argues that the peaceful theory of Rome s transformation is badly in error Indeed he sees 
the fall of Rome as a time of horror and dislo Imaginative and intensely interesting Chistopher Kelly University of 
Cambridge An important addition to the study of this period of Western history Library Journal The author makes a 
compelling case for his point of view and thus helps rea 
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